
LIGHT OVER WHO LIVES IN THE DARK. ART AND HUMANITARIAN OPERATORS 
 
Hello to all of you. 
I entitled my little intervention “light over who lives in the dark. Art and humanitarian 
operators”. 
You’ll ask me: what do they have in common art and humanitarian operators ‘job? Trying 
to approach the two concepts is perhaps misleading? 
I don’t think so. 
 
My name is Monica Triglia and I’m a lucky person. Thanks to my job as a journalist, I had 
the chance to travel, to meet people and discover countries out from any traditional 
touristic circuit. 
I always dealt with social themes. It was a self-consciousness choice. And I had the 
privilege to go by a long period with MSF’s operators, the big humanitarian organization to 
whom the Nobel prize was assigned in 1999. 
I followed up the work done by them and visited many MSF’s missions in many countries, 
all tough. From Pakistan to Haiti, from Malawi to Guatemala, again to Ukraine, even to our 
Lampedusa island, always in emergency for migrants’ arrivals.   
I’m telling this because I want you to know that I met Giuseppe Siniscalchi during the 
introduction of my paper “L’altra faccia della Terra” that I wrote after this experience.  
 
I never met him before. I knew he was an important lawyer and at the same time an artist.  
I knew that his art was called “Fronteversismo”. But I never had the chance to go deep into 
what I discovered later, observing his artworks and his sincere concern to the stories I was 
telling. 
 
Stories of women and men committed to bring the light to the ones trapped to live in the 
dark. Women and men that one day in their life they decide to stop with their jobs and well 
payed careers and move away to the toughest countries of the earth. By taking this 
decision, really heady and always hard and pained, to live for taking care, giving comfort 
and hope to whom were born in the “wrong side” of the world. And then, they try to bring 
the voice to the ones that they were never heard. 
 
I want to tell you something. I was in Pakistan, Peshawar, when I met Olga, MSF’s 
gynaecologist. She was from Kazakhstan. We lived in a house without heating. It was so 
cold that it was impossible to sleep. During that night, I understood what the humanitarian 
operators really do in other parts of the earth. I realised it from Olga’s words while she was 
preparing to me a boiling hot cup of a tea. She related about a Pakistani woman that she 
was taking care of one day in a hospital. This woman used to be usually beaten up by her 
husband without a reason, if there is any reason to justify this kind of violence. Olga, after 
taking care of her, just left her to go back home, aware of the fact that nothing will save 
this poor woman from her husband’ new violence. In this cold and dark house, this painful 
story really astonished me. I couldn’t stop myself by asking her: “What are you doing here 
if you can’t change things?”. She replied with a sigh: “I don’t have the presumption to save 
humanity. I’m here to try to give strength to the defenceless, bringing threw my daily effort 
a light in this part of the world that survives in the darkness”.   
 
After I met Giuseppe Siniscalchi and knew the “Fronteverismo”, I really had the sensation 
of the existence of a tiny line that joins what I’ve seen directly during my journey with what 
he expresses with his great art. 
 



   
What is “Fronteverismo”? Giuseppe explained it to me: “Fronteverismo is a word that I 
created to introduce a new kind of painting that is also an artistic, philosophical and 
cultural way of thinking, useful also for building a better word and permanent peace”. This 
is the same achievement of all humanitarian operators. 
The concept, I was told by Giuseppe, is to go moreover the appearance, deeper in every 
field to rediscover many values, sadly frequently forgotten. First of all, a better intercultural 
integration between people coming from different parts of the world as a unavoidable 
knowledge for peace, an absolute value to keep always in mind.   
 
 
There is always the word « peace » in most of all the artworks coming from the 
Fronteverismo. I can find in this art all what I saw during my journeys with MSF. 
I can also find the invitation to turn on the light over part of the word that lives in the dark, 
that part that lives in the silence, this word unknown to most of all. 
 
 
 
An invitation to the peace, a relative help which is the strong message coming from MSF, 
as it is from Giuseppe Siniscalchi’s art and his Fronteverismo. 
 
Thanks to Giuseppe Siniscalchi and to all of you and wish you a good working day 
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